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Meeting Notes
	PROJECT:
	SH 34 Corridor Study
	Proj #: 
	0173-04-026

	ATTENDEES: 
	SH 34 Community Advisory Group
Refer to Sign-in Sheet
	LOCATION OF MEETING:
	Kaufman, Texas

	

	
	
	DATE/TIME OF MEETING: 
	March 23, 2006 6:30 PM


	The following is our understanding of the subject matter covered in this meeting.  If this differs from your understanding, please notify us within five working days.


Stephen Endres, Project Manager for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), welcomed the SH 34 Community Advisory Group (CAG) attendees, reminded everyone to pick up the hand-outs for the meeting, and asked if there were any questions/comments regarding the January 26, 2006, Minutes. Following Stephen Endres, the attendees introduced themselves and briefly explained their interest in the project.  
Matthew Craig with Halff Associates, indicated that they have been doing some fine tuning on the most recent alternative alignment (Alternative K).  He provided a synopsis of the presentation to be made at the forthcoming Public Meetings and offered some background on the project as a result of the 2004 study.  He said that based on the alignments that did not ‘fit’, they looked at new alignments and as a result, the project is where it is today.  Matthew Craig reviewed the need for the project due to projected increases in population, congestion, traffic, etc.  He indicated that regarding the SH 34 By-Pass Project, schematics should be sent to Austin soon and that the Public Hearing should be in about six months.  
Matthew Craig reviewed slides depicting the following:

· November 2005 Public Meeting – Comments from the attendees indicated they were not in favor of expanding the current SH 34 but were in favor of the middle corridor.

· Hence, a new alignment that integrated the Railroad and 1996 alignments.

· Schematics of the planned roadway.

· Natural Environment, and referred to the Constraints Map for additional information.

· Human Environment, discussed the difficulty in locating cemeteries.  

· Alternatives presented at the November 2005 Public Meeting.

Matthew Craig indicated that because the middle corridor was preferred, their time was spent developing alignments within that corridor.  And after sitting down with the CAG and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), looking at the maps, etc., Alternative K came to fruition.  It is the lowest cost alternative and it reduces wetland impacts; with some increase in impacts to the floodplain and woodlands.  He reiterated that Alternative K is the ‘technical preferred alternative’.  
Matthew Craig indicated that the project website is up to date with the new constraints map in PDF, SH 34 Relocation Project information, schematic files, etc. and that everyone is welcome to visit the website. The website also includes a draft copy of the design schematic for the SH 34 By-Pass Project.
A CAG attendee asked if there would be an additional wetland study.  Matthew Craig indicated that once the preferred alignment is selected, they would conduct a detailed field study which will quantify the natural resources (including wetlands) along the study area.

A question was asked if the road around SH 34 would be east of the steel plant.  Stephen Endress indicated that the road would be west of the steel plant.

A question was asked if the FM 2578 and SH 34 tie-ins at the IH 20 interchange would be included in the SH 34 Corridor project funding.  Matthew Craig said that he thought TxDOT would try to work those projects and funding requirements into the SH 34 Corridor project.
Trans Texas Corridor update – A Press Release on February 22, 2006, indicated that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement should be released in April 2006 and the Public Hearing should be in May 2006.  A copy of the Press Release was provided.  Matthew Craig indicated that he would let CAG know the schedule of the Public Hearing as soon as he finds out. 
Public Involvement – Matthew Craig reiterated that the Project Website was accessible online on the SH 34 Corridor Study website (address provided on the Agenda).  He mentioned that the Public Meetings are scheduled for April 4 and 6, 2006 (refer to hand out regarding the Notice of Public Meeting).  The April 4 public meeting will be at the Kaufman High School and the April 6 public meeting will be at the Terrell High School.  

Matthew Craig indicated that the next TAC meeting would be April 27, 2006, at 2:00 PM at the Kaufman Fire Station. The next CAG meeting will be May 25, 2006, at the Kaufman Fire Station.  He indicated that the TAC and CAG will start meeting quarterly following the April and May meetings.  A long-range schedule will be published sometime after the Public Meetings.  
Following the presentation, Stephen Endres of TxDOT asked for cities to continue to show their support/approval of the technically preferred alternative via Minute Orders or Resolution letters for the public record, and thanked everyone for coming. 
These notes are only summaries of key points of the meeting and are not meant to be used as a transcript of the meeting.

REPORTED BY:  Jonathan Stewart – Civil Associates, Inc.
Copy to: 
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