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Meeting Notes
	PROJECT:
	SH 34 Corridor Study
	Proj #: 
	0173-04-026

	ATTENDEES: 
	Refer to Sign-in Sheet
	LOCATION OF MEETING:
	Kaufman, Texas

	

	
	
	DATE/TIME OF MEETING: 
	May 25, 2006 
6:30 PM


	The following is our understanding of the subject matter covered in this meeting.  If this differs from your understanding, please notify us within five working days.


Stephen Endres, Project Manager for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), welcomed the State Highway (SH) 34 Community Advisory Group (CAG) attendees and asked if there were any questions/comments regarding the March 2006 Minutes.  Following the review of the minutes and approval as published, Stephen Endres introduced Matthew Craig from Halff Associates, who in turn introduced the public officials in attendance, Mayor Larry Tigert from Post Oak Bend, and Councilman John Blain from Oak Ridge.  
Public Involvement – Matthew Craig provided a brief summary of the April 4 and 6, 2006, Public Meetings. Approximately 70 to 80 persons attended each meeting.  The feedback received at these meetings was very favorable for Alternative K (proposed alignment for State Highway 34). In addition, Matthew Craig expressed appreciation to the Cities for the input and assistance provided on the proposed project, and thanked the two school districts for hosting the Public Meetings.

Matthew Craig stated the April Public Meetings were the last of the Public Meetings to be held for the proposed project. He stated that a Public Hearing would be held once the Environmental Assessment (EA) is complete, which should occur within six to nine months. The EA must go through a formal review process with TxDOT’s Environmental Affairs Division in Austin and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The Public Hearing would probably be held Summer of 2007.
Matthew Craig expressed the desire to receive further feedback at the CAG meeting to assist TxDOT in selecting a preferred local alternative. It appears at this time that consensus is for Alternative K. Alternative K is a hybrid of other alignments. Public Involvement discussion was concluded with Matthew Craig thanking everyone for attending this meeting and requesting consensus on a preferred alignment for SH 34. The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has general consensus on Alternative Alignment K.   
Corridor Study – Matthew Craig explained that Alternative K somewhat resembles the Thoroughfare Plan location for the SH 34 reliever route. Kaufman County adopted this thoroughfare plan in 2001. He also explained the general route of Alternative K. The route starts at Mulberry Street and ties into the relocation of SH 34 in Kaufman. Then the route goes along the old Railroad alignment until Joyce Lane.  At this location the route crosses over King’s Creek and continues north crossing  County Road 279 and Hebron Road until the route ties into Farm to Market (FM) Road 2578 in the City of Terrell. The total length of the route is about 10 miles. Median openings along the route will need to be consistent with future thoroughfare plans and final location will be determined during detail schematic design. Finally, he stated TxDOT and Halff Associates are evaluating the interchange of the proposed SH 34 and Interstate Highway (IH) 20. The evaluation includes examining the possibility of constructing frontage roads from Rosehill Road to existing SH 34. It is imperative that the preferred alternative route have good access to IH 20.
After Matthew Craig explained the route of Alternative K, he fielded questions from the individuals in attendance at this meeting.

Question/Comment Number 1: What is the time line for final approval of the preferred alternative?

Answer Number 1: Based on comments received from the public meetings, the TAC and commenting cities, the public generally favors Alternative K and the study team has acknowledged it as the preferred route.  Final approval will occur next year with Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of the environmental assessment.
Question/Comment Number 2: Property owner in attendance stated he felt the proposed Alternative K will take his land twice. The property owner requested to discuss this further.
Answer Number 2: Matthew Craig responded by stating after meeting he wishes to discuss with property owner to see if a possible compromise is feasible.

Question/Comment Number 3: What types of markers have been placed on surrounding properties?
Answer Number 3: Matthew Craig responded by explaining TxDOT surveyors are placing panel points. These are ground control for the aerial surveys that will take place in the near future. In order to conduct an aerial survey, an airplane will be used to fly over the area and use the panel points to create a topographic map. These panel points do not show the exact location of the route. After this Leonard Voellinger from Halff Associates explained the details of the environmental surveys which would occur very soon. He also informed everyone that right-of entry letters were mailed to property owners today to request permission to access property to conduct environmental surveys.  Right-of-entry letters mailed previously were for the surveyors to access property to place the panel points.
Question/Comment Number 4: What is TAC?
Answer Number 4: Matthew Craig responded by explaining TAC (the Technical Advisory Committee) is a committee that is comprised of representatives from the Cities affected by the proposed project, the County, and TxDOT Staff. Both groups (TAC and CAG) are presented with the same information at their respective meetings.
Question/Comment Number 5: Why is railroad right-of-way not used more with proposed route? There would be fewer impacts.

Answer Number 5: Only portions of the abandoned railroad right-of-way are still owned by the railroad, portions have been sold off and developed. Furthermore, large portions of the railroad right-of-way are within floodplain.
Question/Comment Number 6: Will environmental surveys be as wide as the panel points?
Answer Number 6: Leonard Voellinger stated that the environmental surveys would not be as wide as the panel points. The environmental surveys would occur 300 feet on each side of the proposed 160 foot right-of-way in an area that is designated as the Area of Potential Effect (APE). 

Question/Comment Number 7: How long before the environmental document is complete?
Answer Number 7: Matthew Craig stated it will take approximately six to nine months to complete the document followed by another 6 to 9 months of formal review.

Trans Texas Corridor Update – Matthew Craig announced that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for this proposed project was published approximately a month ago (April). Information about the Trans Texas Corridor was provided in the handout material for this meeting. He further explained that Public Hearings would be occurring in the coming months and that Public Hearings would be held in Kaufman County (Terrell High School on July 19) to solicit public comment. Currently, the corridor being evaluated is 10 miles wide, which will ultimately be narrowed to approximately 1,000-foot corridors during Tier 2 environmental evaluation. The current 10-mile wide swath clips the northwest corner of the SH 34 study corridor.
Typical Sections - Matthew Craig gave a brief presentation on the proposed typical roadway sections for SH 34. The typical right-of-way width would range from 140 feet to 220 feet. The 140-foot right-of-way width is called the “urban” section and would be located in the northern and southern portions of the SH 34 study corridor. This roadway would be similar to the existing SH 34 north of IH 20. This “urban” section includes curb and gutter with a closed storm system design. 

After this brief presentation, Matthew Craig and Stephen Endres fielded additional questions from the members of the CAG and responses by Matthew Craig and Stephen Endres are as follows: 
Question/Comment Number 8: When would facility be constructed?
Answer Number 8:  Matthew Craig stated that probably sometime around 2018 would be when the entire SH 34 reliever route would be constructed.

Question/Comment Number 9: What stage is the project in and what is the cut off time to sell?

Answer Number 9:  Matthew Craig indicated the alignment for SH 34 would not be set for another year. Once environmental clearance is obtained, the right-of-way map would be created by TxDOT. The completed right-of-way map would be used to begin acquiring right-of-way. Stephen Endres added that it is the property owner’s right to sell property until it has actually been purchased by the acquiring agency. Matthew Craig explained “Intent to Purchase”. Finally, all property owners were encouraged to keep records of all improvements to property to assist in the assessment of property to be acquired. This information is utilized when the value of the property is determined by the appraiser.
Question/Comment Number 10: Can land owners use the property after it is sold but before construction finally begins?
Answer Number 10: Stephen Endres indicated the property owner can typically continue to use property until construction begins, upon the approval of TxDOT.

Question/Comment Number 11: Requested a TxDOT Right-of-Way Officer to attend next CAG meeting.

Answer Number 11: Both Matthew Craig and Stephen Endres stated that a TxDOT Right-of-Way representative would attend the next meeting. Right-of-Way Booklets would also be provided to assist in providing more information about the TxDOT process for the acquisition of road right-of-way.

Following the final question, Matthew Craig inquired if the CAG wishes to continue to meet. The response was for the CAG to continue meeting on a quarterly basis. Thus, the next meeting would be held on August 24, 2006. Finally Mathew Craig thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting at 7:30 pm.
These notes are only summaries of key points of the meeting and are not meant to be used as a transcript of the meeting.

REPORTED BY:  Reggie Herman – Civil Associates, Inc.
Copy to: File 2396
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